DIGEST OF PROCEEDINGS AT DINNER GIVEN BY

MR. JOHN D. ROCKEFELLER ]JR., IN THE INTEREST

OF ALCOHOLICS ANONYMOUS, AT UNION CLUB,
NEW YORK CITY, FEBRUARY 8, 1g40.

Mr. Nelson Rockefeller, after the dinner, called the meeting
to order and expressed regret that his father would be unable to
be present, but that Mr. Scott, president of Lockwood Greene
Engineers, Inc., would take over the meeting at this point.

Mr. Scotr: “It is a very difficult situation to pinch hit for
Mr. Rockefeller, but Nelson and I have agreed between us that
we are going to do the best we can. Mr. Rockefeller asked me
particularly to say how much interested he was in the work that
is being done and how very sorry he is that he cannot be here,
and how much he appreciates the fact that you gentlemen have
come out to hear what is to be said.

My own experience with this group dates back to December
1937. I was asked to attend a meeting in Rockefeller Center and
I met some fifteen or eighteen men there and I heard a story that
thrilled me from the start. Mr. Wilson, Dr. Smith, Mr. Mayo
and some of the others who are here tonight told of their experi-
ence in getting control over alcoholism. The thing that particu-
larly impressed me as a business man was that this was done
without any theatrics, without any strong appeal to the emotions,
without any effects or any activities which perhaps a conservative
person might criticize. What they had done, it seemed to me,
had gone back to the techniques of primitive Christianity, where
one person told the good news to another. And it did not seem
to make much difference whether the person they told it to was
a Jew, a Protestant, a Catholic or nothing at all. If he observed
the techniques which had been developed and reached out into
the unknown and asked for help, the help came.

I am not here to make a speech but to introduce the other
speakers. I first want to introduce my friend Bill Wilson, who
is at my right. Of this group Bill Wilson here has been the

| leader. He is almost, if not entirely, the originator of the under-
taking. I know you will all want o hear from Mr. Wilson, and
now I present him to you—Bill Wilson.”
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underlying them all, experienced in them all, so that men from
all these different ficlds meet on equal terms in this group, and
the agnostics come in too, who never have had any theories of
God, but now have found His power. Throw a switch, complete
the circuit! Stop being a pool, become a river! Do not create
power! You cannotl Release powerl I call that an essential
experience of religion, and I am interested to see a group that
has run on it in this utterly unconventional, unorthodox way
and is so inclusive, taking in all sorts and conditions of men
from all kinds of religious and irreligious backgrounds, finding
here the one spiritual dynamic that can lift 2 man out of the
mire when nothing else can.

Last of all, I admire the quietness, the anonymity with which
this movement is carried on. Very small overhead financially,
no big organization, nobody making anything out of it, no high-
salaried staff, people for the love of it sharing with others the
experience that has meant life to them—that is good work. No
one is a prophet, but I suspect that there is a long road ahead
of this movement. |
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ROCKEFELLER HELPS
'T0 CURE ALCOHOLICS

T e P

John D. Jr. Is Revealed as Finani:ial Backér df'Secr_ef
- Organization Which Regenerates Habitual
Drunkards Into Useful Citizens.

New York, Feb. 9.—(A. P.)—John D, Rockefeller Jr., who hay
tried to hide many of his philanthropies and socia] reform activi

ties under the bushel of anonymity, was revealed Friday as in-
terested in a ‘‘secret’’ organization aimed at regenerating aleco.
olics. The organization is *‘Alcoholics Anonymous,” which
tarted when three men who over- by personal contact of ex-alcoholics
i g for whisky and |with alcoholics, Into these groups
thers in the same [are usually brought the families of
movement that today | afflicted persons. Social and general
- meetings result whereby the determi-

Rockefeller was host at dinner |nation to effect a curs is kept alive.
ursday night to hear a report om| T e e ST T
, the work of the men who have been
ured or who are in the process of
mselves on a more

Rockefeller advocated prohibition,
but decided it was wrong after it
had been tried twelve years. He! .
urged its repeal and financed a sur- ‘
vey of liquor control laws thruout .
the world. After repeal he became !
associated with the “Council for !
oderation,” but withdrew because
of & disagreement oveyr policy.

is interest in “Alcoholics Anony-
mpous” apparently is a continuation
of the work he has associated him- |
self ‘with for years, -

e organization came Into being
about four .years ago. to “assist,
anonymously and- without. publicity,
chronic alcoholics in reclai

Bts We Sm s




Dalias, lexus

Rockefeller, Jr:
_,-‘ “ Secretly Hel ps
- Chronic Drunks

New York, Feb. 9 (AP).—John
D. Rockefeller, Jr., who has tried:
to hide many of his philanthorples:

i
N
{
i
}

- |and social reform activities under-

'the bushel of anonymity, was re-

vealed today as '1nteresteq in a°
|"secret” organization aimed’ at re-
generating alcoholics, -
The organization is. “Alcohclies
Anonymous” which started ‘when
three men who overcame their
craving for whisky and wanted to-
help others in the same plight bes
gan the movement that today num-"
i bers 120,
i* Rockefeller was host at dinner
ilast night to hear a report on the:
work of the men who have been
cured or who areé in the process of
re-establishing themselves - on a
jmore normal plane, ' o
- { Rockefeller advocated prohibition .
but decided it was wrong after it :
~1had been tried twelve years, He 2
urged ' its repeal and financed a8
survey "‘of liquor control laws
throughtout the world. After re-
peal he became associateéd with the
“Council for Moderation” but- with-
drew because of ‘a disagreement :
over poliey. : o ‘E
His interest in “Alcoholics Anony-. .
mous' apparently is a continuation ;-
of the work he has associated “hime |
self with for years, ' 1 ,
"The ‘or. tion came into  be- |

ing about four years ago to assist, :
anonymously and without publieity, ;
chronic alcoholics in -reclaiming |
themselves. T, ‘
" ‘The work is carried on principal-
- |ly by personal contact. of o;aieo-f
holics  with alcoholics;.. Into these |
|groups: are. usually brought’ the
families .of ‘the afflicted  persons.
aelnk and ‘general rasetings resnlt




’ ects Misconception  of
salcoholics Annr.ymous.”
' Mr of The Star:

¢ the

%pn Associated Press dispatch from
.New York in The Star of Pebruary 9
‘states that John D. Rockefeller was host
‘at | dinner W‘Wnizaﬁon”
* kn Obwn  as  “Aleoholics Anonymous,”
a.i ed at the regeneration of alcoholics.
'To| avoid misconceptions and for the
'benefit of any who may be inteiested.
I wish to say that “Alcoholics Anony-
mous” is neither secret:nor an organiza-
tion. There are no  officers, no dues,
It n ay more nearly be called a fellow-
ship. exists not only in New York,
but also in other cities, and has already
jdone great work here in ‘Washington. A
. book, also entitled “Alcohaliﬁs Anonye
!m s,” which -glves a m ﬁ,ea. o! the.g
!“"‘ k t’hat‘ ‘i&{ : PNy SN ,";*. dlivisn ,

jri}qi i




