Thoughts on “Why don’t you choose your own conception of God?"

Let’s review the scene just before this quote appears. Bill is by now quite drunk, having
been drinking during the course of this several hour-long conversation w/ Ebby. Ebby Thacher
has gotten involved with the Oxford Groups, a Christian Fellowship who use a lot of religious

terminology. And - like many newcomers, he’s on fire! He's been talking a lot about God - and
Bill doesn't like it at all.

Se - they're arguing back and forth and Bill essentially says “don’t give me any more of
that religious crap. I believe in some Spirit of Nature or whatever, but not any of that other
stuff.”

But Bill must feel somewhat torn because Ebby was two-months sober. So here was living
proof of some greater Spiritual Power working in his life - whether Bill liked it or not. Ebby was
undeniable proof of what he was claiming.

So, after all this debating, Ebby must've gotten pretty frustrated and worn out. And
according to what Bill wrote on page 12:2, that exasperation gave birth to a concept that has
altered the lives of millions.

But — DID EBBY ACTUALLY SAY THIS? Probably not!

Think about it. Bill was a salesman and promoter. In fact, in the early days, when someone
with some sobriety spoke at an open meeting often attended by many newcomers, it was known
as a “pitch.” And - as Bill states in the original manuscript of “How It Works”, the book was
carefully “designed to sell (certain) pertinent ideas.” (manuscript page 27). The point that Bill
was trying to sell us something must be kept in mind.

When interviewed later, Ebby said he had no recollection of making that suggestion to Bill.
That such a proposal would have represented a MAJOR deviation from the Oxford Group message
of belief in and reliance on Christ, a philosophy into which Ebby had been staunchly indoctrinated
during the previous few months.

As for Bill's own recollections, we must remember that he was by his own admission,
teetering on the edge of alcoholic insanity. Therefore, not the most reliable of narrators.

Between Ebby’s visit and the time the book was written, Bill had formulated some clear-
cut ideas of what alcoholics would and would not sign onto. The Akronites were having
tremendous success with a very Christian approach and seemed content to maintain their ties
with the Oxford Fellowship. Wilson, the visionary, knew better, and was committed to a non-
Christian book and a more open-ended, “choose for yourself” spirituality. This being very
reminiscent of what he was taught by the man who raised him, maternal Grandfather Gardner
Griffith (“his contempt of some church folk...and his denial of the preacher’s right to tell him how
he must listen” pg. 10:1). His “quest” to sell these ideas was aided by the burgeoning
membership in Cleveland, where “sobriety czar” Clarence Snyder strongly supported the split
from the Protestant Oxford Group, and a less dogmatic tone for the book.

So the “mind-blowing gate-widening” suggestion, “Why dont you choose your own
conception of God” almost certainly came entirely from the mind of Bill Wilson, and not the
mouth of Ebby Thacher.

As further proof, consider the fact that page twelve's paragraphs one, two, three and four

were included not in the original manuscripts of the book!

by HHE with heip from “Key Players in AA History” by Bob K7




Fage g,

B e e B ST

.. L sam thet ny friong ¥as muck morc than inmvs
Siffaront Tooting, ms Toobs grasped a new spil. 2
_, s wes I convincsa tha tféc& is concerned with humans . whon e war;{: @
jenough., At low: last 1 stm, i Tels, I bolic galon of @ride ond prejudice

1
fell from WY B8yes. & new world came into view,

vailedral burct R
> bog boon a4 hundle willincness 4o G B
: g rwosents had Leon AR

P owu it hed boeen

. The real mignificance of my cxpurienc
brief moment, 1 hed needsd
have Him with e e sua

6?
LU Ho came, Bul acun e .
'@h}.q‘tted GRE By workdly olmwer /
aV® sinca,

and wanted g0,

Fasrant oo ARl S
y ARk BOOSG R

s blind I sme Den.,

4t the bospitni

3 i was soperated from aloolol for the lssi time. Troetrent
seemed wise, Tor I sh

owed siems of delirium tremens, (} hove noh ?ﬁ%‘*‘mmm
\ - " e b
Tioers I humbly offered wraell fo Gud s 88 I thon understoed Hin, %o do with mo
85 He woull. I rlpeed Eell wresnarvedly under (i cers snd Gireetion, I ud-
mitted for the rirs: bime thel of nyself I was Bothing; thes vithowt o I wes s
lost, I ruihls

38iy Taced my ains wad.becans willing to.bove ny new-fownd -Priond ™ o

by sehool mate wisited me, and I fully mcguainisd him wish ry problems and
deficiencies. We mede & list of pecple I hed hurt or towerd whom ] falt roseninent,
I expressed my entire willingnesa to approsch theze individunls, saritting my swrong.
Hever was I %o be cridicsi of fhem. I wus io Tizht all such mwitors to tho utpost
of my sbility.

I was o test my thinking by the new Sod-tunsgivusnene uitlin.  Comsmon cense

¢ thus tee uncommen sense,. I 2 B0 ST wuiatle wtias 4. S 45 oo
would thus become . won SemSc. I was to sit SreNSy waem iz doubt, asking only
for direction and siremgth %0 meet wy problems 55 I would have me. Hever was 1 to
rray for myeelf, exeept as my retussts bore on &y usefulness to others, Then ouly
might I axpact Yo receive. Dud thes would bo in proent measi e, ; e

By Iriend womised wham thease things wewe done 1 would
ship withk wy Cremior; shet X weuld bave the eiom 5

ants,.»_ﬁ;gﬂ__g way - P w hich answered
all my mroblems. Belisf in the power OF God, pius moush Wil aan honeety ond
humility 4o establish and mafntain ihs neaw ¢ 5 : :

guirements @der of thinge, wers the esgentisl re-

Simple, bud mob cesy; s mrice hod to Be PSS, Tt mesnt
¢ i s aEnt ﬁa i
centerodness. I pust tuen ia all thinen 4 Sositn

s o cs ‘wCction ol self-
VO Yhe Fathor of Lipnt
all.

whe presides gver us

Theso nere revolutionnry end draguioe Propusels | b =
et il ut tho ; full 3o gkt

them, the effsct was electrie, Theve was & ponae ‘;gv victory P??;?E‘Efd by iui-gc;yuad
. & o G i (31 ; ! e
peace a§ﬁ a8&ronity as I hed novar _Etmm, Thers waz uiiep ﬂox‘;\f}.ﬁ{\wﬁg I Colt JitTeest o
up, a8 thoush the prost c.le_an e of & mountnig 303 blow 'Eiﬂ‘GuCZ:h;né- tﬁrt x A
zomos $0 nost oon sreduclly, bud pis fmim—% Oh o WS utden &_H-_; “'i‘**:ai‘&u;xciu% S
For @ moment I wes alarned, ani o

gtill snens, He listenmed iv wonder na 3 Sedlad, ~208, Eho doctor, to as il I wsro

C ¥inelly he shook his bend sEying =

" £ =
L3S Rl i}}li"{ I Hf v B v : .
5 4 % Bk 4 acd BRI Lk Rty i Ty 3 X a s %
stond. Eut you hind better bang on tg 4y SIPTHInG fe pongen yo o YO0 I donty undigs
The pood doctor m-'ff Be08 TERY BN whe bayo HBuah g}:ﬁﬁ’ii’e&.‘:@: ¥ Rhnn the HOY you wire."

i@ Knows thoy ore rosl.
while 1 isy i the bospitul the i3 % eome that ws s
; S s By 3*53‘3-_3-.@ $ eum Lhng LSS gy

TS L houssnds oL Loge




 bilssoryjpg (510%800)

e ¢ }l 3 2 5 s i Nk ad : s
5 e e '%_ 1 i i WL S Ak ! e 2 L phahy
ol Do bk A ‘}%k‘iﬁ\ G M e

)
R

: ﬁ@sf!s&ps&dgﬁﬂ.wﬂrﬁbmﬁ&.nﬂnﬁmmﬂﬂssmﬁm







