>

Comrme o ]

Puge 1.
1. ¥hen i wop about ten yrara old my ¥ .ther omd mother
{)
{'} g (-\FJ 2. sgresd to Qlparres 2nd 1 vent to live with my Grandfathar,
\
WV ' ‘
A fonnd Grandwother. He was a retired farwer and lumberman., As I
A7
;f:.}_; S 4.80e hin in twtroaspect, he wus a very rem:rkable m:® After he
p ‘_-/}:‘- ’fﬂ . . -
P S.returned from the Civil Wer he nettled in the small Vermont
/ S.town where I wasg lnter to grow up. lls original capital cop—

\ .o ¥ -

'!.histed of & Buall, unim roved hillslde farm, & sweet and
dowlliing helpmoai, and an cnormous determination ¢+ suceced in
Yewhitever he attempted. He was a mun of high nutive inteili-
d0.pance, - vor:iclous recder, though lititle sducated in the
il.richool ansa of the wor:. The e was plenty of Cipnancial

1Z.8ense in his make-up .nd he wnz a m.n of real vision. Under

1Z.other conditiom: he might well have become wuster of AR ine
%

l4.,0uptry or & rollroud emplire. h

15, Wy Granimother urought inte the world thi»~ children,

Stepping Stones, Bedford Hills, NY

between 1935 and 1937

16.0me of whom was my Hother., I can still seem to hioar her tell
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l?.ing o€ the struggles of those enrly days. Such muiters as

18.cooking for twenty woodchoppsrms, looking ~ftnr tha driry,
lbemuking most of the clothes Tor the fumily, long winter riden
-#0.at twonty below zero to fetch my Gramdfuther home ovar snowe-

“. .
; 2lebouni rousds, sesing him off long before diaylight that he and
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2Z2.the choppera wight have thelr axes thawed out so th.t work

PE.uight begin on ihs mountaintop at &dd'light ~ this is the soxt

" Z4.0f tradition upon whiéﬁfiﬁéifhoufishad me. They finally
o : B : ’

28.nchieved their cowpatence a:d Tetired late in 1ife to onjoy

28.4 vell esvrned rest .mi the respect ami . ffection of thelr
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27« nelghbors. They ware the sort of people,i see now, w..o
2BJroanlly made America.

29 But I h:d other ideas = puch bigger ~nd better ones,
50.80 I thought. I was to be of the wor prenar.tion which dis—
Lleipatad the honelylvirtnaa, the hard esrned asvings, xmx the
3T.ploneering tijadition, énd the incredible steaminm of your

33.Grnrﬁm,and mine.

B4, I too sas ambitious = very ambitioum, but very un-
SS.disciplingd in spite of everyone's eoffort to correct thuat com
$68.ditlon. I had n geniuas for ev:ding, postponing, oI ahirking
E7«tho se thing: which I did mot 1ike t. o, i'.rut. when thoroughly
S8.dntearestad, gvntyt_.h:l.ng I hud was thrown into the purn_su:l.t of
Z9 amy ohject:lve..- Ry \d.l:l. Lo succe~d at gspecinl umiertaxings on
. .
4C.which my heart were .zet was very grest. There was a persie—
4l.te::ce, a patisnce, and u dogged obatinmey, that d.rcn.re ma ONe
42, iy Grandfatber used to love to argue ith me with the . bject
435.0f convincing me of the impossibllity of mome veanturs or
44.ano§har in ordex to enjoy watching mettilt .t the windmill?
4S5.he had erected. One du;} he said to me — I have jJust "bﬂe‘l;
48 reusding that no one in the world bgptan Australisn can make
[ . : '
47and tihrow the boomerang. This spark struck tinder amrbxewsrx-—
48 .khkmpy urvd avery aét.j.‘vitar wag 1nstanﬂy :I..a?;d arlde untll 1t

48 .could be demonstrated thnt he was mistsken. Thas woqd'boﬁ: was
5C.mot filled, no school work was done, nor could I hardly be
Bl.persuaded to eat or to go to bed. .ifter a month or more of

5Z2«.thls thing . boomerang was con tructed. which I threw arocurxd
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55_.1:119 church steaplaea. On its return trip I went into trans-
S54.ports of Joy because 1t all but decapitated my Crandfather
55.who astood neaux me,

5G., I presently left the country school ! fared forth

- 7einto the great world I hed read about in books. My Pirst
58.journsy took me only five miles to ~n ndjoining to-n where I
59 . commencnd to attend . seminary well known in our section of
50.the atnte. Here competition w: s much more oevere znd 1 was
8l.challenged on x»ll sides to do the seamingly impossible. There
82.was the matter of a.t.l_:let.ics and I was scon burning with:: the
S5Z.ambition to become 2 great brnaeball player. This was pratty
B4.digoouraging to begin with, as - waas tall for my age, qulte
Bs.ankwardg and not very faet onm my feet, but I literally workad
88.a% 1t while othern sJ.unpt~ or othexrwise amused thaemzalves and
87.in my seoond year hacame eaptaln of the team, whereupon my
H8s.dnteresst beg:n to languish, for by th t time som~ons had told
89.me I had no ear for music, which I huve since discovered is
ﬂ;f)inlnost true. Desplte obatacles I mancged to appenr in a few
7lesong recltals whereupon my intersst in singing disapprared
72.5nd I got terribly serious ﬂbaut-learning.to play the violin,

4

75« This gx"ew into 2 real obsession and to the consternation of
74.my teawhers, -pmmcthaxmtm and everyone alse it bae

75 -came tho iﬁadiate canse oi‘ my féiling to gradumte. This was
76 oy first:graat catastrophe. By this time I hod become Qreai_

77.dont of the aluss «hich only mude matters worse, AB in averye

73,1-.hing‘ alse I had benn veary pgood Iin certain comrsrem nt atywiv
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79+ which took my fancy, and with others Jjuat the oproasite,

BD.Ipdolanco and 1nd&fferonca, being the rule, So it was that
Bl.'rfhe lngend of 1nfsllibility I had Tuilt wn aroun: mysealf
Ba.éoml:mﬁd.

85. In the ensuing summer I w g obliyed fox thn firmt
B4.time to reclly address myself tc the distastful tusk of re-
8Gepairing oy fuilure. Although my diploma was now in hand, L 3
BGewas by no meang clenr to my groandparxenta asmd rarents what
87.theyhad better next try to do with me, Decsu-e of my intex:
88.in scientific matters and tha liking I had tu fussing with
BYegudgets and chemicalp, it hul been ussumed that I was »tfr be
90.an enginear, i my own le .ninge were towa;rd the elct.r.lcal.
Ylebranch of the preofession. So I went to Bo .ton usnd took the
Ee?.ent.ranco sxamination to one of tLthe leading teclhmical school:
SBein this country. For obvioua reasons I failed utterly. It
Gd.was a rather hesartbreasking matter for tho:e interested in me
95 amd 1t gave my self-suftficlency .mother severe defl: tlon.
9_8. ' Finally »n entrance was affected &t sn exceallent
97.militury college vhere 1t was hoped I would really be disci-
98.plined. I attended this fniveraity for zlmost three years
=1 1% nn_:d wounld have certisinly failed to graduasts or come anywher
100 .noar qualifying aa-aﬁ'enginaer, becaiu-e of my laziness and
101 s vweanknesa in mthem‘tiqn. Particula‘rly C lemlmuns, in this
102.mubject a great mumber of formulas have to be learned and

108.their application practiced. I remember theot I ahpoln‘éa;ly

104.refused to learm any of them or do any of the work whateved
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105.untll the ganersl principles underlying the =snubjeat had

108.bean made cleuxr to me. The instructor wis wery ratient,
107T.but finally through up hin hands in disgust sa I began to
10B.argue with him n: ¢ to hint praetty strong-y th:t pErhsps he
109.q1dn't guite uncierstand them himself. So I eommensed an in—-
L10.vestigation of tha principles uncierlying Calcalus in the
1ll.=school iibrary and iesarmned something of the conpceptions of |
1lZathe gre it minis of lLeibneitz o NHewton whose geanlus h.d

118 .macde possible this useful and novel mathemnticanl device,
1l4d.Thus sarmad I mastered the firat problem in the taxtbhook and
115 .commenced & fresh controversay with my tescherxr, who r_;ngrily;
1l8.but quite properly, gave ma rexro flor the course. Fortunate-
J.l'I.J:c,' for my future at the Uniwversity, I =us soon enbbled to
ilB.lave the place gr;-.cef.‘ully; even heroleanily, for the

119 .United States of America hod gone to war,

120a PBeing students of a miilitary saeacdemy school
121lethe mtudent body almost o a -an bolted for the first
122.0ff1cera truining camp at Platt_a'burgh. Though a bid urdear
liSeage, 1 received u commission & esecond lileuten.nt snd got
Afdamynelfl assigned to the hewvy artillery. Of this I was
175 .8acratly ashamed, for when the sxcitement of the day had

Y . .
. Al6esubsided nnd I lay in n'xybunk, I hod to confess I did not
2‘?.want “to be killed. This botherad me terribly this suppiciom
128e.that I might ba a coward after all. X could not ragomm“

1PB9.it with the truly exalted mood of patriotism and idealism

1%0.which poszessed me svhen I hadpn?t time ¢ 0o think. It was
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i1b5levery very damaging to my pride, though most of thie daun e

1 2.was repaired later on wheQ I got umier fire sand discovered
15541 was just like other people, socared to deathy, but willing
l-d.to face the music,

155, After praduating from =n army artililery :chool,

1%6.1 wa; sent to 4 poust which was situ.ted noar .. Camous old

lﬁs:town on the Kow Fngland comat pomww Camouns for 1itsg deap.caek

i¥%Bewhaling, truding una ¥Ya: kes seapgoling tradition. —ders Iomdy—

138 mem?”m

£

e worst i ever nnce;:

ISy eorh nnd desided "LHRT

L

144, Here I sat out upon two potha snd little did I realize

i45.how mueh they were to divarge. In short I got married

id8 eund at sbout the same time, took my Tirst drink ~nd decided
147 +that I liked it. But-for.tha undying loyalty of my wifo
148..nd hexr feith through the yesrs, I should not be alive todax
149.Sha wes a8 olity bred person amxt represanted o backgroumd ond
150 .way of life for which I had secretly louged. Her Cumily
151.spapt long summers in cur iittle town.. Al. of them were
1sé.high1y‘regardad by the natives. This was most compliﬁantary
lss.rorlamong thoe countryusn there existec strong znmd often une
lsq.reusonah;a prejudicen_ag;inst city folks. Fb: the.nnst

b

165.part, ¥ felt differently. licst city people I knew had money,.

iH6.anourance, and what then seemed to me gre.t sophiasticition. ?;
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157 smmitliost of ﬁhem had famlly trees. Therse wers servantas,
158.fine houmes, gay dinners,and 213 of the othim things with
152 .which I wus wont to associate power and distinction.- ATT-
1l8C.0f them, quite uncomsciously I mm suré, could make me raéi
i8l.very lnudecquate and 111 at ease. T bagan to feel woefully
lBE.lack;ng in the mutier of poiss -nd polish and morldly Krnowe
les:ledgs’“though very nroud of fhe dpaditions of my ovwn people,
i84.T sonmetimes indulged in the envious wish th .t I had been

. 165.born under other circumstences =znd with some of these advan—

166.tagecs. Since time Immemarial I suppose dkwm country boyekxx

167.th-ughtxxndxt-itxxxxixﬂiﬁ have thought and felt as I aia.

188 ..Theue fbalihga of inferiority are I suspect reaconsible for
169 .the enormous determin:tion many of them hnve felt to go out

t .
l?O.to the cities in gquest of what seemed to them like true
i71l.s8uccesa. Though seldom ravealed, these were the sentimsnta
A72,thut drove me on from this point.
173. The war fever ran high in the city rear my
i74.post and I aoog.discuvurad that young ofricer; ware.in
175.great demand at the dimmer tables of the first cltixens of
178 .the place. Socisl differencesa wore layed aside and ewery-—
177.1-.:\;;@ wns done .to' m_.qu us fael comfortahle, happy, and heroios.
178. A great many things conaﬁirqd to make me £l that I was im-
.L?si.p_orta.m.;_ I discovered tLxt I had a aomwl;nt umsnalpower
lBO;ofer men on tha drill field nnd in the barracks. I\wng ngﬁﬁé
18L.to fight to aave the world for democracy- People ﬁh;se -'-;

iBE.st&tioh in lifé I nhd envied - are racaelwvine me 8 on eousl.
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185. My marriage with 2 girl .ho represented =il of thn bast .
li3d.things the city haa to offer, wia close nt hand, ~nd Lamty
155.but not least, I hnd discovered John B.rleycorn. -.ove, ad-—
l88.vanture, war, arplarse of the crowd, momonts sublime xmmi

187 «kitmaimupxe with intervals h:larious - I was a part of life

- 188a.at iaat, and wvery RAprY.

lBé. The warwningm of my reople, the contempt

19 +which I had felt for th;'ase who drank, were put uaside with
19lesurprising alaexrity as I discovered wiu:t the Bronx cecktail
iv2a.could really do for a fallow. My ifmmpinntion soared — e
i93.tongue loosened ut last ~ wonderful vistas opensd on all .
1t64.pides, but beat of »1) my self consciounneas — my gaucheriées

18Se.and my ineptitudes dimsappesered into thin alr. X Boamed to

lBB.tho‘life of the party. TTo the dismay of .y bride f used to
18T «got pretty drunk when I triec to compete - lth more ax—
498.per4ancud drinkers, but I argued, what did that matter, for
1899.8s0 did everyona else at sometime before daylighta. _Then
200a.cama the day of parting.,of a fond 1ea§e tnking of oy boeave
203 awlfa, x&gﬂ tiv:t sirange atmosphoere which w-.s £he mixture
LL2,0f sadness, bhigh rPurpose, the feesding of el.tion that ?re—j_m_

N N

HUB.Ccaces an adventu: « of the firat mapnttude, “Thup many of“ﬁstmg

[
2Odamaniled fdr'ovar theret and nore of us knew if ce shouldro—

205.turn. For & time, lbnélinoas Posuaessed mo, but my new

NiB.friend Barjeycorn always took care of that. I had, I thouglt

Z07+discovered o missing link in the chain of things that make

.208.)1fe worth whilae.
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200 . Then w were in dear old Engiand, soon to eroas

£10e.the channsl to the gre:t wnkmown. I =tood in Finchoster
PlleCuthedral the day before eronsing kanrdxdwochawd with head

Zllsbowed, for something huad toucheod me then I huad nover felt

Zl3.before. I had boen wondering, in a rave moment of zobaer

Zld.refiection, wh.t sense there could be to the kxilling and
DZiSe.carnsge of which I was soon e become an enthusiantic part.

fiBe.%Whers coulx the Deity be — eould there be such a thing -

2l7.%here now was the God of the Pieachers, theo thought of which
2itt.used to make me 50 uncomfortalble when they tnlked . .bout him.
Zl9.Here I atoocd or the ximyrmn adge of the abyse into which
P20.t%hous .mwia wers falliing that wvary day. A Treeling of despailr
ZR21lanettled dowq on me - where was He — why did he nmot come—

4

P Zeand suddenly in that mcwment of darimass, He wng there.

-
<

I

28T .falt Aan ull ehveloping, comforting , ; overful presence.
Zf4.Tears stood in my eyes, and as I looked wbout, I saﬁ on ‘the
Z2B f'moes of otheras nearty, that they too hrnd gilmpsed the great

ERGeraality. Luch moved, X walked ont into the Onthedral yard,

L22T.where Y rend the folliowing 1nséript1on crn a tombstonae., YHere

R28.1%e8 a Hampﬂhiré Grenndler, Tho caught bies death ar-inking
229.an&il good beexr — A good aoidier is ne'er forgot, whethex
230.he dieth by wusket or Wy pot.?' %fa squadron of bombers
‘23leswept o;erhaad 1n-th; bright sumlight,cnd I crted to ny elf
324 tlierals to advqntur.' anﬁ thn feelding of being in the great
255 .presence disnppeared, never to rsturn for many yearse

T
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2D X was twenty twoy nmd a grisled veteran of forelgn warse

276«d Lfalt a tremendous #sauramce about wmy Tuture,; for wons not
RE57.1I the only officar of wy Xagiment save one, who had re-
258.coived 2 token of appraeiatiun from the men. This gquality
250.0f leaderchip, I fand&a&, woulsd soon plice mo at the head

240e0f soms great commercial orgonic tiom shich I would mansgre

Pal.with the games compntant 2x111 thot the ripe organist doens

24Z.his stopa umxi keys.

2am, The triumphant home cowmin ' was short liveds The

244.beat thnt counld be done was o ecure =z bwokkeering Job in

2456 .the insurance departﬁant of tiae one of the large railroeds. .
Z246.1 proved to be = wretched and rebsilious bookkeeper and cou.

DaTenot stand eriticlsm, noy wan I gmuch reconciled to my =zalary,

L3 .
B48.whiohk wus only half the pay I hod recsalved in the army. Vhen

24% .1 sitarted to »ork the railrowuds were uxkier control of the

25O .povernment. Ap soon 88 ihey weye relurmwmi oy rosd was re-—

2Bl sturned to its atock!wlc;{ei;ra.. I waa promptly Iedt ont becaure i
252.§onld not cowmpets with tﬁe other clerkas in my office. I was
28T .20 angry nnd humiiiaﬁed gt this reverse thnt I nerly becam
_554;u socisllst te register w defiance of the powers th.t be,
Rﬁﬁ.mc};‘ wan go:!.ng.' pratty M for a Vermonter.

To ny’nn&tifiéation, my wife went out and got a

.
257 eposition which brought in much more than mine had. Being ab
E2E8.surdly sensitive, I imugined Lnat hermistives mred omy nowly

259 omade city agquaintances were snickering x bit &t m, predica—

260 .ment.
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28] & C Unelllingly, I hnd to ndmit, thiat I was not

2624.re0clly trained t hold down even a medioors position. Though
T8Fal said little, the old driving, obstinnte determin.tion to
Z284.8how my mettle asgerted itaself. Somehow, [ would srow these
285escoffors. To com lete my engineoring seemed cut of the ques—
268.t1lon, partly hscause?iy distaste for mathemuticsy iy only
£2687.0ther assets were my war exreriences sand :. khige amount of
REB8.,1]11-assorted rﬁading. The study of lav suggested 1teelf,and
269 +1 commonced a three yesr night course with enthusiassm. Meare
270 .while, employmeﬁt showed up and I became s criminal investi-—
27ie.gutor for a Surety Company, sarnling a2lmost as much money as
ET2.my wife, who sﬁiritediy backed the now unﬁertaking. i, any-—
275.time enmployment took me sbhout Wall Street  nd iittle by
274.1ittle, I becams interested in whit I saw going on there.
27541 began to momier why o few geemed to be rich .na famous
2?6.whila the rank and file appsrently lost money. I bepgun to
277.8§udy asconomlien and business,

278 Somewhat fo the dismny of our friends, we movad
27u.tq vory modest quartgrs where we couicd #sswve money. VYhen e
RBD.hgd scoumulated #1,000.00, most of 1t wae placed in u?ility
zal.afockg, which were then cheer amd unpopular. In u am;ll way,
Z82.1 began to be successful in speculation. I wuas intrigued by
28. «.ths romoncea of buéinena, industrisl and Cimancis)l lcoaders e
284.0;&3 my heroem. I rezd avery scra; of financial history I
?85.could luy hold of. Here 1 thought waa the road to powere

286.Like the boomerang,eapiscde, I could think of noihing else.
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2uTe How l:l.tt.lé did X see th:t I was faohiloming a weapon that
288.wounld ons day retmwrn and cuat me to ribhonsa.

289. At @0 muny of my heross commenced za lawyers,
2'.;%.0.1 rerglisted in the ccvurae,. thinking it would prove usothal,
29lel ulso read many succeunn books snd did a lot of things that
292.&101':;1;3.0 Algexr?'sn boy herocasas were supposes to hauve §ene.

85, Chnracteristicalily snough I neurly falled my
294 «law courde ws I apresred at one of the finnl examin:.tionsa
205.t00 cdrunk tc think or write. My cdrinking hid not become
2u6.con£:lmm.xa 4% this time, though accaonionnl emhnri-assing in—
w7 sclaentas might have muggested th.t it was getting a real hold.
fwBsNeither my wife or I had such tims for rocial engagemonts
zés.mi in any avant y':e_aoon.bacme unporisar ao I adways got
Sbo.tig;:;t and bousmted dlsagreeably of my plens =i my future.
501« She was becoming very miach concerned ond £ree
Z02.quently we hud long talks sbout the matter. I waived her obe
SO&.Jpomona aslde by pointing out th.t red bliocodad men . lmost
504 eal. .ays drank and that men of genius frequently concelved
5GS5etheixr vast rrojects whille plensently intoxicated, adding fof
506 .good masm, t.hat.. the best snd most majestic contructions of
é()?.phiﬁ.dsobhical thought worao prohab.‘.'.y 20 derived,

08 By the time my law studiles were finished,
305 .1 was qu.!.tt_l sure I 4did not want to become a h‘ﬁer.: I know
Zll . thrt somshos X waé gcing to be a part of ith.t then =lliuring
Sll.muelatrom which people cell Wall Strect.. How to get into

ziZ.business there was the cuestion. %hen I rropoued mpeling out
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51B.on the road to investlg te properties, my broker friends

514 «domghed st me. IThey did Mot nesd such a service  nd polnted
BllBeout thit I had no experionce. 1 reasoned tiat I was rartly
»18 .ﬂf’%:jifgegginecr and an & lawyer, anu that practics iiy aieaxking
Sl?.I_had acquilrsad v Ty wvalunble sxperience as = criminal investi-
Sl8.gator, I felt cartain thal thasne assets could not be cipita—
219 e.dized. I au sure thut peocple lost money in sacurities bew
G20 .cause they did not know encugh sbout mapagemsnts, procerties,
SRALemurkets, =nd ideas »t work in - given situ tion.

320. Since no one wonld hire me .nd remembering that
523 .we now had & fow thonsund dollara, my wwife and I ¢ nceived
%24.the hare-brainsd scheme of going out wunu doing som= of this
Alb.work ot oui ovwn axXpense, B0 we each gawve Ly ocur employment
528 .nnd et off in a motorcycle and sidae gar, which was loaded
T2Tedown with o tent, Bl nkets, chuange of clothea «and three
BR28B.huge volumes of & well knowr finsmcial referenée service.
.329.5029 of ouwr friemis thought & lunacy oommiaeion shouida ba ape—
350.pointed znae I sometimes thinx they were right. Our first e.-—
Hiilkeplolt was funtastic. Among othor things, we ocmned Lwo shi:res
5524.0f Bensrel Flectric, then selling +t about . EC0.0i. = share.
%55« Bveryone t%ought it was oo high, but I stoutly maintained
nE54.thnt it would somsday sell for five or ten times that figure.
336.Sc what could be more logical then 1o proceed to the min of-
IBB8«flcem of the company in Maw fbrk'nnd Ainvestigate it,. Halwe

E3Tawaesn?®™t 1t? The plun vwis to interview bhe officiala_and gat

< H8.employment there AT poassible. We drow sevanty S 2ent-- -
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35S .from our sav.’u;gs az working capital, vowing never to draw
340.umother cent. We arrived at Schsnectady, I é1d talik with
"qlesome of the reople of the X company am: became wildly en-
ZdZJthuatngtic over GE, My attentlon wosn drawn Lo the radio end
ZaZ.of the business snd by & ptrange plece of iuck, I learned
Sddammuch of what the company thought about its future. I was
545.t1:.un able to put fn:!rly.intel.u.gent projection of the
Sd8.coming rndlo boom on paper, which I sent to one of my brokers
547.4in ﬁown. To repleniash our vorking capital, my wife and T
¥4B.worked on o Carm nesrby for treve monaths, she in the kltchen,
| LA enru: 1 In the haystack. Xt wes the last hopest mermal work
2$0.that I Jid for mENy Fears.
351. The cement Industry then cought my foancy nd we

t
352 em00on found curselves liooking ot a property iu the Lehigh
S8Eediatrict of Eaustern Pennaylvania. An unpususl speculntive
EHd4.mituntion exiated :hieh X ent toc Hew Yor. wund dercribed to
355000 of my Lroker friond . Tiis time X drew hloel in the
:ﬂse.ah#pa of an ortion on one handrad ephurea of stock which
‘AETpromptly commoncad to soar., Ssouring o few hundred dollars

S8.advance on this desl, we weres freed of the neceuity of work,

. .
285G .ondd during tha momingxynar Tosllowing yenr, we travelled all
5380.0ver the aoutheast part of the Unlted States, taking in power

8le.projects, an slumimun plant, the Florids boom, the B.raingham
S6le.stoel district, Muscle Shoals, and what not, By this time
Z58.my friends in Nr~w York thought 1t would puy them to really

B64.hire me. At lupt I had a Job in Pall Ctreot. iroover, I
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56b.had the use of twenty thousand dollars of their mONDY »
CH6.For some yaars the fates toszed horsehsoes and pold bricks
567«1into my lap and I macde much mos money than wasn eooxi for me.
E88B.1t wne oo ency.

60 . By this tima drinking had gotten totggaa vory
g?o.important ami axhilirating prluce in my Iife. VYhat wos e
371.£nw hundred deollers when you considered it in terms of ex—
L72aclioment and foportant tu;k in thm gilded paluves of Jjaz: ups
S?&.toﬁn. Ky n=tural conserutivenns:”was swept away nd I bagan
E724to play for heoawvy stakes. Anciher legend of infallability
E75.commenced to grow up srouhd m=s and I begun to hsve what isg
876e.calle~d in Will Street a following lhkdch m untec to many
TT?wpepar milijlons of dollurs. I Liag arrivedy soe lal the scoffom
37B.scof£'und ba dammed, but of course, they dicn't, and I made
579.2 host of Pair weather rienmds. I begsn to reach for .ore
580.povwer nbttemnpting to ferce mysel?® onts the direqtoratgs of
Sg@ll.corporations in which I contralled b;ocks of ntock.

Egn By ﬂl:!..:: time, my Jdrinkingr hsd.:;smd -
S .sarions proporiions. The rexmonstrances of my acsocictes ter-—
S6ianminated In a bitter row, «ixl I becume i lone woife ‘Though X
ZGSemaneghd to avoiﬁ scricus scropes end partly out of dmymikyy
Z56.axtreme drunkermess, I had not become inwolwved vith the futir
FB?;BBK. there ware many unhapry scenas 1@ my apartmentg ﬁg&ih
SBB;wau a large one, aes I had hired two, a#d_hnd cotten the reml

Z82.antnte pe=orle to knocok out the wall betwsen them.
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$=0 In the aspring of 1929 canught the golf fever. .hinm
BPl. 1llness was abort the worst yot. I had thought golf was
302+ pretty tepid sport,; but ¥ moticed some of my Lretty
395, important friends thought it was = resl game and it
524+ mresented an excuse for drinking by day s well au by
596. night. Morover some one had casually =aid, they didn?t think
396« I would wer nlay a good gams. This was a spark in a
207 powdar magaz=ine, so my wife and I were instently off to the
3908« country she to watch whils I caught up with ‘“alter Hugen.
3882s Then too it wus 2 fine chance to flaumt my money around
400, t.he; old hom~ town. Ami to carom lightly arouni the exclusive
201. courss, whon selct city }nambera-hip had ingpired o mach
40Z2. awe in me &8 A boy. So Wall Street was lightly tossed
40%. apide rhile I mmmwkwei drank vost gaantities of gin  nd
404. acquired the impeccable coat of tan, one sees on the facens
405, of the well 4o do. The local banker watched 1= with an
406, amuscd ckepticism g I whirled good fat checks in and out
407 of him bank,
408, 1 Lotober 19°0¢ the whirling movement in my wnnk
AlGenccount ceased bruptly, <ndi I commenced ta . hirl myself.
4104Then I falt llke Stephsn Leaccuk'!s horsem.an, it szemed as
2l athough I were gal..l.opigié;: dl'.yh'll diractions at chece, £ r the
A1 e L oumic was ome First to BHontronl, tien N-nw Y¥ork, to
C4illerally my following In stocks sorely naading sur;ort. 5 Bow
214 .bold apirits rushed into 'r.ho. hansch, but it =wrna ne use, I
J1iSeshed my own vings wo: the woth rhe gets too nenr the oi.ndle
41l8.Ffilnme. After one of thosa dsys of ghrieking inf=:no on the
417 .stock exchange floor with no information availahles, i lurched
418 .drunkonly r::-:%hn botel bur t.- an adjoining brower pe office
419 o there ot about O oclock in the evening I favoeri hly senrchoed
dA2C.n huge pile of tic]ger tapa 3 tore off about an inch of it.
421.It bore the inscription P.F.K.S::.. “he stock h o openad at
APP 452 that morning. I had éantrolled over one hundred thouasand
423.shares of 1t, sod had a sizable block mysel€. I kn-w th:t I
Al4 w2 Finlished, snd pc were & JIot of my friendto.
425.. _ I weot buck into the by .nd gfter z fow
A0G odixrinks, my composure retwrned. People were ’oﬁginning to Jump

427 o €0 Avarv atorv of that rresat Tower of Hubel. Tt wos hieh
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APT «that I wam not oo weoak. I Toealizead that I had beon care—

450 .lesn, especislly with other peoplecs money. I had not paild

4i5lenttontion to businnags and I deuerved to be mrt. After mxfew
B3 . some more whiskey, my confidence returned spgnin, and with it
43538 .an slmoat terxrifying determination to somchow capitailrze this

1y averybody off. I raeflected that it wa=x just

484 . mame onc
455 sanother whrthwhils dircsmroln :kd thaet there were i1 iot of
438.reusons why pecplae lost money in %Wall Stroet that I hi:d not
45T . thought of bafore.
1858e My wife took it 2ll liks the grest poxrson szhe ia,
1430+ think she rnther walcomed X% the situstion thinking it
290 amirht bring mo to my zen AR. Moaxt morning, I woke carly,
Adleahaking bndly from exclitemoant «wna s terrific hengover. A
442,042 f botitle af Gin quiekly took cixe of th .t momant ry »eoalk-
as% noss wact™ soonm az buslness Placen were open I called a
444‘1.!'1"1_01:11 in Yontresal and ssid =-"Well Dick, they huve nalled my
445.hide to the barn door” — sald he "The hell they have, come
48.o0nn up". Thit Isg 21l he sald ~nd wup ﬁowent.
AT I shall newver forget the kindness rud gennrosity
448.0f this friend., Moreover I must have still carried one
449.horaa;hoﬂ with me, for Ty the spr}ng of 19350, we were living
450.1in our acouatomed style und X h.d a2 very comfortuble credit
451labalanees on the very seourity in which I hoad taken the H
q.‘.’-?_‘!.hanviaét itckding, with slenty of champafim-ne i sound
WSS .canndian whiskeay, I began to feel llke HNarole:.n returning
454.Kaliba. Infallible again. No St. Helena for me. Accustomed
afG a8 thay weic to the r .voges of fire witer 1h C neds ir. those
4 GBed - yuy, I moon beg:n to outdirbance moat of my countrywen bokh
457.88 n serious and a frivolous drinker. -
450 Thern - the daprﬂnaion bore do-n in ernest.xsc
458 .mhmmwmmmm@am xhbmxxadwmoeckantd y
:459¢Thnngh 1 h=d become munager of one of the deoep- ri: nts of my
460 .Triendty msmﬂna, ny driniine and nonchelent cocksuroness,
£6l.hid rondered mo worse than useless, = he reluctuntly lét me
462 . g0 #a ware atony broke ugnln, and asven our furniture
463 .l00ked like it was gone, for I could not even pay next months
484 .ryent on our mwank apaxtment. 4

465, . Ve wondexr to this day how we ever pgot out of
~HSMontresnl. btut wo aid, Aand then I had to ext humble ple. Ve
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467ewent to live with gy F . ther ang Motber-ir-law shere we
46B.happily found nover Failing help :nd gymp.thy. I got a

4688 4,job at wh t scemad to be n m:re rittance of one hundred
470ed0licrs a waek, but a bravl with & taxi driver , wno got
47levwary badly hurt, put an end to that ., Mercifully, no ons
47Z.dnew Lt, but I was not to have stendy employment for five
SToeyOulty nor was I te draw u sober breath if I could help 1t.
474 e Great wazs my humilistion vhen my poor wife wes
d?ﬁ.pbligad to pgo to work in a de. artme:.t store, cominge home ox-—
476 ehnupted night after night te find me drunk agaim. i became
477 e hanger-on at brokersigre shops, tht was less ;i less wele
178.come as my drinking incrensed. YFven then opportuniti s to
47V enauiko mwoney pursucd me, bt I cassed vy the best of theom by
18U. patting Jrunk 4t exactly the wrong time. Licuor had ceaaad
48leto be a luwmuryi It bud begome a necessitye What fow
FBZedokiars I did moke wers devoted wo reeping ny credit good at
1E5e.the baras. To xeep out of the hundis of the police and for

484 .reasona of economy, I begun to buy bLuthtub pin, ususlly two
d8S.bottlies a dey, =il somatimen thrae if I qid &« reami wWorlkKmDe
d8Gellke jJob., This went on arxiiesasly »nd I presently beg.in to
487 eavanke real early in the morning shaking violontly. Nothlng
4gBsaculc saem Lo stop It bulb o wetar tumbler ful. of raw ligquor.
48Y . If I couln s<eal out of thea house .omi gel five or six
ABQ.glaésea of beexr, I could somstimes sat a little b.eskfast,
GOleCuriously onough I still thought I conld eontrol the situstiac
48X eand there were periods of schriety whkich would revivothoflagu
495.ging hope of my wifs and her parents. But as time wore on
dtdemntters got worsq. Iy Eother-ininw died and my wife's health

4UBebecame poor, as dic that of my Father-in-law. ‘'the house in
4884 which we l.ved was taken ovar by the morfigage holder. Stiil
49T« L peraiat&& amxi atill . fanoled that fortune woulu agnin shim
4UB.upoln lise A8 late s 132 1 engaged the confidencs of a pan
244G who had friends with momey. In the spring smt sumser of that
SLO«Foar we ralsaed on~ hundred th&uannﬂ dolilmrs to buy securilities
0. et whaet proved wo be an «wli e low polnt in the Now York
Scz.atoék exchange. 1 was to coa¥ticlpate pgeneronsly in the
508.profita, awnd sensed thut 2 gre 4 opportunity s at hamnwi, So
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Subeprodlgous bender = faw days bofore the venl wan to be

B B .closed,.
COT e in @« measure thii 4did oring m: Lo My Senses.e

508 . Muny timas before I had promised my wife that I hau stopyed
S0 . foraver. 1 had writton her sgweet notes and hud ifinacribed

510 .the fly lasves of nll the bhihlems in ‘tho house with to that
Ell.affoect « Yot thut the bible meant so much, but =fter all
5iZ..t was the book you put your haend on vhen you wera sworn in
B5lZ.at court. I now see, howev'r, Lt t I lhwad 1o sustsainad da-—
S5ld.pire to vptorn drinking until thlis last debacle. it was only
S515.then thut I realized it must stor nand forever. I had come
510.to fully appreciate thrt once the first drink was té—aksn,

517 .there was noe control. Why then take th:t one? Thut was it-—
Sl8.nevear waa cleochol to crosa my 1ips apsin in any form. There
H5lbhewinsm, I thought, a2basslute finelity in this decision, I had
52Cabeen very. rong, I was utterly mizer .ble snd simost ratined .,
41T 15 deciaion brought = great nense of relief, for I knew
FRZathat I really wanted to stop. It wvourrldi mot be eany, I wasg
S5I3.vure of that, for I had bégun to senre the rpovsr and cunning
S524.0f my mastar — John Biarleyecoin. The old fimrce determinatiom
5 S.to win ocut settled doﬁn on me - nothing, I atilli thourht,
S526.could overcome that aroused ag i1t was. Again I dreamed
527T.of oy wife smiling happily, as I went out to slay the dragon
528.1 would resume my place in the business world and recaptare
52B.the lost regard cf my fiends and assocliates. It would take
550+.a long time, but I could be patient. The ;icture of myself
53lens a reaformed drunkard rising to fresh heights cf achlve—
S532.ment, gqulte carried me away with harrny enthusigsm. y wife
HZ5.caught the sririt for she saw at last that I realiy meaﬂt
Efd.busineas.

585, Iut in & short while I came in drunk. I ecould
sss.givaino real explanation for it. The thought of my new re-—
557 «solve hud scarcely occurred to ms as I besan. There had
5&B.i0en no fight ~ someone had offeraed me » yink, .nd i 5&6
530 .tsken 1it, casually, remsarking t . myself that one or two

540 .woulde not hurm & man of my carsclty. What had become of oy -
S54la.giant determinution? How about ai!l of that self searching 1
S542.hnd done? Why had not the thought of my past failures and

BE4Xamy mow ambitions come into my mind? “hat of the intense da-—
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Sddesire to m@ke my wife happy? Vhy hacn't these khiwmprynasthesn
54bepoverful incentives arisen in my mind to stay my hand as 1 N
H4barenched cut to take that first drink? Wos T crazy? I hated
547.to think so, but had to admit that o cobrdition of mind re—

f48.sulting in such an arpalling lack of rerspective cume rretty

548 .menr to belng Just that.

580. Trien things were better for a timem. I vam
&5l.conatantly on pgunrd. After two or three weaks scbhricty
S6Z«1 began to think I was alright. Frezently this qﬁie£ con— i
£E6S.fidence waa replaced by cocksureness. I rould walk rest my
L64e0ld hauntes with A feeling of elntion — I no. fully resiized
58« the diser that lurked therr. The tida had turned_at last —
i B8ennd now I wa9 really through, One afterncon on my way h me
1571 walked into & bar room to make é telephone call, suddenly
55841 turned to the bartender and said "Four irish whiskies —
55%.water on the side” — As he pouwred them out with - aryrised
S580.look, I can only remembeyr thinking to myself - "I shouidn't
S81l.be dolng this, but herets how to the last time®., a5 I
EB82.gulrmad down the fourth one, Y beat on the bar with ny fiast
585 ,and mg=id f&r“God's nake, why hﬁve I done this sngain?” Where
S5641.had been my realizstion of aonly this merning as I hea
H6S8.agsed this wery place, that I was never goling to drink arsaim
568.1 could give no answar, mortification and the feeling of
667.utter defeat swept over me. fhe thought thnt pexhaps I
588, oculd never stop erushed me. Then az the chee~xring wairmth
669 .0f tlhene filrat drinks sireud over m2y I snld — "NMext time
E70.1I shall manage better, but-hile I am about i1t, I may =aa
574.well get good and drunk", ind I did ex:ctly that.

572 I shatl never forget the remorse, the horror

=y

E75.the utter hopelessnesa of the next morning. The asourage to

&'-
"Therise nand do biattle was simply not tihere . Bafore cdaylight
575.1 had satolen out of the houre, my brain raced uncontrollably.
5768+ There was a terrible fealing of im endineg caluamity.

577 . foared nven to cross a gtrﬁet; lesn I col¥spme and be run

578.over by an e.rly morning trucke Wa8a there no bar opean? Ah,

57Q.yan, there wig the ail night pliacea which sold beexr - though

58043t was before the legul opening hour, I :e~rsu.ded tha m=n be
Bi.dind the fooa counter tinct I must have a arink_or rerhaps db
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EB8l.,0on he arot, Cold ang the morning was, I sust hwve drun-
S8lae2 dozen bottiles of ale in ranid uccession. Wy writhing
Stde.nerves were illed abt last rnd I walked to Lhe next corner
588.and bought .. paper. It told me th:t the stoek morket had
586.gone to hell again -« "that difference did it mike .nyway,
HeT7ethe market would get better, it al-ay : did, but I'm in hell
H8G.t0 stuy — no more rising m rkets for mr. Down for tha count—
589 .wiint a bhlow to opne so proud. Y might kill myscir, but no -—
5890.n0ot now." Thesme wore some of my thowrhts -~ then I falt
HBledazsed — I groped in a mental fog - w1e licuoy would fix
B9l+that — then %wo botilrm of chea: gin. Oblivion.
595 Ihe humsn mind ann body is A marvelous
S53de.mechanism, for mine wvithkstood this aort of tidnrs for yet
HSeanother two ye.re. Thers was 1ittle monemy, tmt I could al—
S5LiB.vays drink. Sometinea X s?olo from my vife's slender vurrce
587e.whan the early morning terroxr of madness was upon me. Tiere
58Bawere terrible acen&s and though not often violent, I would
HODa.sometimes do such things an to throw » sewinge mehine, ox
S{C.kick the panels out or evaery door in the houres Thor~ wore
601 .moments when I swayed weakly hefore an open wincdow or the
60Zamedicine chest in which there w:s polson — =mi I curged By~
6UTegelfl for a weakling. There were flighta from the cilty to
604athe country when my wife counld be .r ith me no longer at
8G5S.home. Tomet.mes there would Be neversl wonks nnd ho, & wouid
808 .raturn, espacisdiy for har,f;s Z had not Isat her know how
507«defaated I really wns, but thera was always the return to
JUB.ccndltions atili worse. Then Cnmﬂtienight X when the physi-
602.0a) . nd mensal torture was so heliish that I feured I would
6lO.take & fliying lnap through my bedroom wincow sash and all
Sll.and somahow managed to drag my motitress down to the kitcher
612.floortwhich was At Lthe ground lovel. I had stopped drinking
6.3eu feow hour: before snd Iung grimly to my determination that
61441 ould have no more thot night 1f it kill-d me. That very

1;15enenTly ha rened, but I was fimally resc ed by a doctor  who

8lS.prencribed cloral hydrate, a powverful sedative. Tiidls reliew’,

617 .ed me so ouch thit next day found me arinking nrparently
GiB8e.without the usual penalty, if I took scme sedative cccasion-—

Bl .aliy. In the early sprring of 15754 it laecame esvicent to

.

-
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520, averyone concerned thut something h:d to be done and

1321l.that wery quickly. I »as thirty pounds underweight, as 1
§Zacould eat nothing when drinking, which was mo:t of the
68l5atime. [Feopdes had bepun to feur for my sanity wnd I fre—
B824.qguently hid the feeling m 8«lf that I vas becom¥y deranged.
G605 With thea help of my brother-in-law, who iz a
GZB8.physician 1 &5 placed in a well known institution for the
827 bodilly znd mental rehabilitoution of aleocholics. i1t wAs

628« thought th-.t i1f I were thoroughly c¢le:red of :lcecoh 1 and

820 .,the borain irritation which accémpanies it were recluced, I
BSO.might hpnwe a chance. I wearnt to the placa despgrat.ly hoping
63l.and expecting to be cured. The so—called belil: donns
G32.trestment given in that place helped a grest (ezl. My mind
BrhB.clarnrad and oy appetite returned. Alternnte poriocds of

6§54 .hydro—therapy, wild axercise nnd relaxuaition d.u w nders for
B855.ma. Beust of sl11 I foumni & great friend in the doctor who
536 .was hend of the staff. lla went for beyonc his routfihe duty
GE7enmnd I shall alﬁayﬁ be grateful for those long taiksa in which
838.explained that when I drank I became physically 1ll -né that
838.this bodlly comdition was msuslliy saccompiniled by a ment:.l
640 .state such th:t the dafonue one mhould hove - pgain-t slecshol
Bilgbecnma gre.tily wesmkmned, though in no way mitigating ny
B&Efenr1y fbo1iahnnaa and selfishness cbout dr nk, I wag greastly
84l.ruollsvad to discover that I had reaily been 111 yorhaps for
64demeveral yoars. lorecovar I felt that the understanding and
GiS.fine physical start I wapx getilngs vould assure my IaCoOvery,
846 .Triough some of the innates of the | luce who hod been there
647 .many timra seemed to smile at that lcea., I noticed however
S848.that most of them had no :!_.ht-e_ntion of quitting; they mr-a-rel-y
849;cnme there to get reconditioned so that they could start in
650C.again, Iﬂ‘on the contrary, desparstely wanted © stop and
85l.strange to say I still felt that I was B p reon «f much more
652.&eterminntion and substance than they, s2c I left there in
653.high hope asnd for three or four months the goosne hung high.
8544,In & small way i began to.make some progress in businessa.
6856. Then csme the terrible duy when I dronk again
656.and conmlu not explain hy . I started. The curve of my de-

BT cliining moral and bodily health fell off like i ski Jump.
a5 ATEear n hactic prriod of drinkimg, I found myself again in
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680 .Everyons became 1eaasigned to the certuinty thnat T
G8l.would heve to be confined somawhere or else stumble
wBZenlong to u mlserable end, but tiEre wis goon to be
GBI.rroof thet imxiead it 1s often darkest beforce dawn,
684sfor this proved te be my last drinking bout, wid X am
685« supremaly confident that my rraesent huarnny stnte is to be
EB8,fox all time.
587 Inte one afterncon nexr the end of that
688.month of November 1 pat alone in the kitechen of my homes
E89.Az urual, I sas half drunk At enough so tiat the  keen
690.cdge of my Yemorse was blunted. Tith a certain satis—
60l.faction I wag thinking t. at there wus enough pgin ae—
G6hl.orated «bout the housde to keep me falrly comfortable
6u%.that night and the next damy. My wife wns at work and I
8v4.regolved not to be in too bad shape when she got home,
895+ My mini revoerted to the hidden boiltles and sk I carefully
608 . 00onsldered shere each one was hidden, These things must
G897« firmly in mind to ascape the ezrly wmorning iragedy
OvB.o0f not i:eing uble.tc find at least a water tugbl~r full
699.0f Iquor. ‘Just as I was trying tc decide whather to risk
TOO0.concesling one of the full ones within easy resch of =y
70la.side of the hid, the talephons rang.
TO2. AbxtEesmihar sndxafxthezidwe Over the
7iSwire came the woice of an oli school friend and drinking
TU4.companion of boom times. By the tima we h-.d exchinged
7CE.greotings, I sensed that he was sober. This secemed
706;strange, for it was years since wnyona cocul:d remember his
707 .coming to N w York in that concdition. I had come t  think
7G8.0f him as another hopeslaess devoteeof Bacchus. Cuxrent
70D Jrumor haad it that.hq hiad beern commlittadto a state institu~
710.tioq for alcoholic insanity. I wondered if peorhaps he had
?ll.nothjuat oscartd. Of courss he would come over right away
712.and take dinner with us. 4 Tine idem thaut, for I then
Tlo.would have uan excusme to drink openiy wilth him. Yes,ve
Tid.would try tc recapture the spiyit of othar dayz aud rer-
7-5«hapa my wife coula be persuaded to join in, which in self
7l6.defenas she somatimes would. T did not even think of the
1Y e:wrme I mipght do hime There wam to be 4 plensant, and I
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7i8.hoped an exciting interlude in what had become a
T1S AT Bary ggggﬁ of lénaliness. Anocther drink stirred my
7230 < fancy; IxkxxwomdnixIw sn oasis in.tha dreary waste. That
72lawazs it — an oasis. Drinkers are like that.
TR The dooxr 6pened and there he -st.ood s Vvery
TE3.erect and glowing. His ddep wvoice boomed out cheerily -
724 .the cast of his features -— his.eyes — the freshness of
725.his complexion — this was my friend of schooldays. There
728.wan a subtle domabbhing or obher instantly apparent even
TRT.my befuadled perveption. Yes — there was certeinly some-
7R8.thing more — he wag Inexplicably different -~ what haad
729 . happenad to him?
730. Te sat at the table and I pushed a
73l.lusty glassa of gin flavored with pineapple juice in higs
732.4iTection. I thought if my wilfe came in, she would be re-—
788.1ldieved to find that we were mot taking it straight —
734. “Not now) he said. I was a 1ittle_cre$-
7Z5.failen at this, though I was-glad to know that zomeone
736 .coulsd refuse a drink at that moment — I kmew I couldn®t.
737 ."0On the wagon?" — I asked. He shook his head and looked
T58.at me with an impish grin .
78S . _ TAren't you going to have anything?%..
740.T ventured presentliy.
74l . nFust as much obliged, but not tonight®™
742.1 was digappeointed, but curicus. ¥What had got into the
745 .fellow — he wasn®t himsgelf.
744 . "No, hefz not himself — he's gomebody
745.else — not just that elther — he %Ex his old self, pius
746 . something more, and maybe mlims gomething®. I couldn't put
747.mylfinger on 1t — hizs whole bearing almost shouted +that
.. 748, gomething of’ll great lmport ha.d tékén place.
T49 . "Come now, Fhat's this a1) about™, I
750.a8ked. Smilingly, yvet seriously, he looked sireight at me
7T5l.and gsald "Itve got religiqn“.
TEE2. So that was it. Last summer an zxlocem
783 .alcoholic crackpot — this fal;, washed in the blood of the
754 .Lamb. Heavens, that might be even worse. I was thunder- .
755.8track, and he, of all people. What on earth qou}d one



Pape 25,
756.8ay 4o the poor fellow.
757w Bo I finally blurted out "That's
76B8.£ine", and sat back waiting for a sizziing blust on sal-—
7H8.vation and the relation of the Cross, the Holy CGhoss, and
?76C.the Devil thereto. Yes, he did have that starry iy
?6l.2eyed look, the old boy was on firs all right. Welli, bless
7624.his heart, let him reant . It wag nice that he was sober
765.after all. T conld gtand it anyway, for there wasg plenty
784.0f gin and 1 took & little comfort that tomorrow!s ration
765.wouldn't have to be used uwp right then.
Vj=1: : 014 memories of Sunday Scheol -~ the profi
787 « Lemperance pledge, which T never signed - the sound of the
768.preacher's voice which could be heard on still Stunday
768 . moTrndngs way over on the hillside beyoid the railroad
T70,tencka,~ My grandfather's quiet scorn of things some
T7Tl.church people did to him ~ hisz fair minded attitude that
T72+.1 should make up my anind abont these things myself - his
775 .conviction that the Poers reaily had their mmmcx mubio —
T7d.but his denial of the right of preachers to tell him how
T75.he ghould Jdgten — his pérfact Jjack of fear when he men—
776« tioned these things Jjust before his death - these memories
777 .s5urged vp out of my childhood as I listened to my friend.
T78.y s gorge rose for a moment to an all time high ag my
779 .snti~preacher — anti-church folk sentiment welled up in-
780.8lde me. These feelings soon gave way Lo respectful at-
78l.tention as my former drinking companion ratiled on.
7TBRL.Without knowing It, I stood at the great turnling point of
7853.my 1ife —~ T was on the threshold of a fourth dimension
784.0f existence that I bad doubtfully heard some people fmx
7885 .,degexrdibe and others pretend to have.

mdﬁiﬁﬁﬁaf:



Tos . He wen£ on to lay before me a simple

T8TF a Proposal . Tt was so simple and so 1Litile

b 4210 acomplicated with the theology and dogma

‘789.‘-!‘*3: bad asassociated with religion bthat by

TAO . degrees I became asstonished and delighted.

T2X . T was astonished because a Lthing sco simple

THOE could accomplish the profound result I now

gt Yo beheld fn the person of my friend. To say bhat
79 . I was delighted is putting it mildiy , for I

To5. ﬁ;ﬁéﬁ§;§'thﬂt I could go foxy his program also,
TG, Eili¥ke all bub o Teaw 2 Dnoooan beinga I had S
TE?. bpelieved in the existence of o power preater

RS . than myself] true athiests are really very scarce.
7ED. EFt always seemed o me nore difficult anlilogical
'g@@. to be an sthisst thaon bto believe there is a

@5l. certain amount of Iaw and order amnxi purpocse

HER - urnderlying the universe.,. Ths faith of an athiest
TBR5 . in hies ccorwiliections is far mere blind then that
T84 . of the religiohiat For it lends inevitably Lo

7an . the abswrd conclusion that the vast and ever

786 . changlog coamos origsipally orew out of = cipheg,
TRT W A1 rew has aryived at ibts present state thrua

ae . =Y series o ha phas sard acci&enﬁs’cne of which

B a i man himsedif, My lilking for things ecientific
0. had enaourage&:?% ook ioto such matters sas

811 . s bhwory of avoiumion}hm matare of matter itsell
aiz. as seen blru the eyes of the great chemists

81i5. physicists and astromoners and I had pondered
814 . much on the guwestion of Lthe mearing of Jife itsell-
818. The chemist had shown me that material metter
B816. 45 not at all what it appears to be. e stuiies
817. point to the conclusiop that the elfments and there
818 . n%gégé corbipatlions sre bady in the Afweeiew lssh .
8I9. anamlyais nothing but different sarrangements

A
821+ 4o oall the electron. The physist and the

820, of that universal something which they sre plensed

822, astronomer had shown me that our universe .
8235, moves and evolves sccording to marmny .recise

B24, arxd well uwundersbtocd laws. They 11l me to the
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cospic acecidents occeour brimnging abouvt conditions
whilch are not excepbtlons ©o the l&@,@o miue i
ax bhey resuld in pew arrxd anexpected develspy ments
which ariase Jogileoally encush once the so called
ac;ident has ocoeured. It is highly prooable for
example—tha .t omr earth is the only planet in the
solar gystem upon which man could evoelwe — and &zw
is claimed by some astronemers thoat the chance .
that simliliar pleanets exist elsewhere in the uaniverse
is rather small. Thexre would have to be a vast
number of coinciderwes to bring aboul the exwact
conditions of dight.,warmith, Ffood sup. iy, etc.
Lo support 1if'e as wae know it here. But I used to
aslc myselfé&g%&rﬁgard the earth as an accident,
in a system which.e;idences in so many respects the
gereatest law and order'? ££ If 511 of this law
exxisted then hbw condd bhere be Se muach law anxd no
dontelligence? aAnd 1¥ there was an_intalligence
graat encugh to materialize and keep a universe in
order it must nesoeessacrily have the power +to create
goecidents and male ewxcephtions.

The evolutionist brought preat logic to bear
on the gropiisition that l1ife on this planet began

whih the lowly omebia , which was a simple cell
- e e

A ety
 Tesliding in the oceeens of Woens past. Thru countleas

strange combimations of logle amnxd acaident man

and all other kKimls of 1Llife avdlved,bux man possessed
a consciousness of self, a pover Lo reason dnd to
choose , arnd a sm&ll ati}l woioe whdoh bwold him the
difference between right and wrongusei ¥n became
increasinrily able to fashiion with hig harls arnwd

-with his tools ﬁhe ereaticns of his own brain

Hae could give direction and mumpose o natural laws

apaarantlyy
srwd ofmo e orercbend R T o - a - e -~



aaéﬂ and sc he apiarently created new things for himselfl s
8687. oub of a tissue composed of his past experlencs
8688. and his new ideas, Therefore man tho! resembling
g62. othex forms of 1ife in many ways seems Lo me

870, wvery different. It w-g obvious thot in o limited
871, famshion be could play ot being a God himself .
arTe. Such was the pictuwe I had of myself and the
B75%., world in whieh I lived,lthat there was a mighty
574, ahetl™ intelligence and purpose behind it all

8785. Gegpite Ilrnconsistencédes. I head rather sirongly
876. believed.

377 But this was as far as I had ever got Loward
B78. the realizstion of God amd my personzl relationship
872, tbo Him. Uy thoughﬁé of God werese academic amxl

880, speculative when I had them, which for gome years
821, past bhad not béen often., That God was an intelligence
53828 . ﬁowar and hove upon which I could absolutely rely
B883. as an individusl hgd not seriously coowred to me.,
84. Of course T knew in & gensral way what theclogieans
B35, claimed bub I could not see that religcus persons
8268, as a class demonstrated any more gower, love and
887. intelligence than those who claimed no special
838, dispensation ffom Cod ,’%ho' I grantideithnsat

889. christianity ocught to be a worderful infliuvence
890, T ways annoved,irked and copfused by the sttitudes
8281, +they took, the beliefs they held and the tnings
B92, they had dore in the pame of Christ,. People like
893‘\ ryselfl had been burned and whole populations pub
Bia, +to fire nnd sword on the pretext they did mot

898. believe as Glristians did. History tauvght that
Au8. Ehristians were net the only offenders in this

897. respeel, It seemed to me that on the whole

898. it mande Jittle difference whether you were



TMoha ne i—v\f,&(‘l‘ %3
lekemroden, Cathollce, Jew, Proteusunt or iotentot.

You were supposed to loeok askance at the other
Ffellows approach to God. Fobody could be saved
wndess they fell imn with.ﬁour idess. I had =

graeet admiration for Christ &as 2 man, He practised
what he preached and sebt a morvelocus example.
I+ was not hard to agree in principle with his
His moral teachings but like most people, I
to live up to gome moral standards but not Lo others.
AL amy rate I thought i understocd as well as sy
opne what good morals were and with the ewceptions
of my drinking I felt superior to most christians
I knesw. T amdght be wgek in zome regpects but atb
leasnt T was not hIyphoeriticel, So my interest in
chrigtianity other than its dtecchin: of mornl
princloles and the good T hoped it 4id on

balilance was gslight.

t Scmetimes I wished that I had been religiously
traindd from eariy chilidhood that I might have the
comfortable asswance about so many things I fouﬁﬁ
it impossible to bhave any definste corviciions
ugon. The guesbtion of the hereafter, the muuagy
theolbgical abstractions and seeming contrddicticns
— these things were puzziling and finslly annoying
for religious piople told me I must believe

a great marny seemingly imgpossible things to be one
of them. This insistance on their part plus a
powerul desire to posess the things of this 1lfe
&hil@ there was yet time had orowddd the ides of

the pergonal God more and more owbt of my mird as the

vears went by. Neither were my convictions strengthee

by myn own nisfortuncs. The grest war and itis
aftermath seemed to more cerialinly demonsirate the
omniplitence of the devil than the loving care of

an all powerfuwl God

re(}zrrﬂdf



VES . Mevertheless here I was sittios ouyosite a

958. man who talked about a persorml God oho told me

B@37. how hw had found Him, who desoriied o me how I

938. might do the seme thing and whoe comrinced me
3%, whbterly that something had come into his life

(=20 which had accomplished a miracle. The moan was
941. trdsformed ; there w.s no demnying he had been re-
242+ Thoxrn. He wian radiant of something which scothed

#4% . my troubled spirit as the the fresh clean wind of o

wid ., mountain top blowiling theu and thrva me .. I saw arnx s
945. felt wnd in a great suwge of joy T realirsd

el B, that the preat (resgencte wirlch had made iteeld folt
4T a to me that war time day in Winchester Cothedral
Bi8. had agsain retiwrned.
QLD . As he conbtinued I cosl menced to sce myselD oS
950. as in an unearthly Whrrer, I saw how ridiculous and
981 . futile the whols basis of my life had dbeen. Standing in
8952. the middle of the stage of my lifes setitling I had been
D58. feveriashly trying to arrange idens énd things anpd peocple
254. and even God, to my own liking, to my own ends arkd to
955. promote what I had thought to be true hecopiness. It was
P66, truly a swiden and breath teakxing illétminetion. Then the
@5%. dldes came -~ " the tragic thing sbout you is, that you
958, have bhesn playing God.™ That w5 it. Playving God. Then
952, the humor of the situatien burst wpyon me, here was Y a
98C. tiny grain of sand on the infinite shores of Godas gresat
281, universe and the Iittle grain.of sand, had been trying
8962 . to play GCod. He rexlly thought he could arrange all of
B8B. the othe% dittle graling about Irim Just to guit himself.,
$64. And when his little houwr iyas run out, people would
D65, weep and gay in awed Lones-' How wonderfulf,
EG ., So then came the guestion ~ If I were nc
267, longer to be God then how was I bo Lfind and peciect
268, the new relstionship with my créator — with the ¥Father
2€9 of Lights who presideg over all ? My friernd Jald down

270, to me the terms and gonditions which were a2imple but
7). not easy, dreastic yet broad and soceptable to hormest
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men everywhere, of whaotever faith or lack théreﬁf. He ddd not

tell me that these were the oniy {:—\erms ~ he merely =aid that

they were terms that had worked in his case. They were spirituzl
principles and rwles of prachtice he thought common to 21l of +the
worthwhile religions and philosophies of mankind. He regerded them

as stepping stones to a better understending of our relation to 1.'}10

a78. %pirit of the Wniverse and as a practicsl set of directions setting
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forth how the Spirit could work in and through us that we might
become spearheads. and more effec‘bivé agents for the promotion
of Godg Will for ow lives and for ow fellows. The great thing
about it all was its simplicity and scope, no really religious
persons belief would be interferred with no matter what his Training .
For the man on the street who just wondered about such things, it wa
wan a providentiel approsch, for with & smnll beginning of faith
and a very lerge doge of action glong spiritusli lipnes he could be
sure to demonstrate the Power and Tove of God as a practical
workable twenty fowr howr a day design for living.

This is what my friend suggested I do. One: Turn my face
to God as + understan::l Him and say to Him with earnestness & comple®

honesty and abandone that * henceforth place my life at Hig
hones -

Bispossl and Birection foreverxx¥frr that + do this in the Presence

of anvther person, who should be one in whom I have confidence and if

-
I be a member of & religious organization, then with an appropiaste

member of that body. ¥O: laving taken this first step, I should

next prepare myself for Gods Company by Luking a thorough and ruth-
less inventory of my morsl defects and derelictions. This 1 shou.fl:ll.
do without any reference to cther pecple,and their real or f&nciéd
part ix.u my whortcomings should be rigorcusiy excluded-" Where have I
fa.iled-‘—is the prime gquesticon. I was to go over my life from the
bteginolng amnd ascerta%n in the light of mf own 1resent understanding

where I had failed as a completely moral person, Above all things in

malding this appraisal I must be entirely honest with nyself. As an

aid to thoroughness and as something to look at when - got through

T might use pencil and paper.First take the gquestion of honesty.
Where, how and with whom had I ever been dishonest? With respect to
ar&thing. What attitudes and asctdions did I still heave which were not
completely honest with God with n&self or with the other :E‘ellow? I wa

was warned that no one can say that he is a2 completely honest
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perscn, That would be superhgmen and pedple aren't that nEY .

Nor should I be misled by the thought of how honest I am in

some particulars. 1 was too ruthlessly tear out of the past éil
of my dishonesty and iist them in rriting. Next I was to explore
another area somewhat related to the first and commonly a very
defective one in most people. I was to examine my sex comduct
since infancy and rigorously compare it with what 1 thought that
conduct should have been., My friend explaired o me that reoples
ideas throughout the world on what constitutes perfect sex conduct
vary greatly consequently I was not to measwre my defecis ig this
particular by adopting any standard of easy virtue as a measuring
stick, I was merely to ask God to show me the difference between
right and wrong in this regard and ask for help and strength and
honesty in cataloguing my defects according to the true dictates
of my own conscience, Then I might take.up the related questions
of greed and selfishness and thoughtlessness. How far and in what
connection had I strayed and was 1 straying in these particulars?
I was esswred I could meke a good long list if I got honest enough
and vigoroustenough. Then there wes the question of real love for
all of my fellows inciﬁéing my family, my friends and my enemies
Had I been completely lcvfng toward all of these at all times

and places. If not, down in the book it must go amd of course

everyons could put plenty dewn along thet line,

(Resntments, self pity,fear,pride.)
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my friend pointed out that resentment, selfpity, fear, in—
Teriorty, pride and egoﬁism, were trmgwx attitudes which
digtorted ones perspective xwz and usefulness to entertdin such
sentiments and attityles was to shut onegelf off from God and
people about us. Therefor it would bz necessary for me to
examine myself critically in this respect and write down my
conclusions.,

Step nmimber three required that I carefully go over ny
versonal inventory dand definatly arrive at the conclusion thet
I was now willing to rid myself of all these defects moreover
I was to understand thut thils would nob be accomplished by
myseif alone, therefore I was to humbly ask (GGod that he take
these handicaps away. Tc make suwre that I had become really
honest in this desire, I should sit dowm with whetever person
I chose and reveal to hin without any reservations whatever
the result of my self apyraisel. From this point cut I was
to stop living alone in every particular. Thus was I to xidx Lkeep
myself free in the future of those things which shut out
God'g power, Ii{ was explained that I had been standing in my
own light, my spritual interior had been like a r»oom darkened
by very dirty windows and this was an undertaking to wipe them
off and keep them &#lean. Thus was my housecleaning to be ac-—
comuiished, it would be difiicult to be renlly honest with my-
self and God and perhzps to be completely honest with another
rerson by telling an other the truth, I could however be ab—
solutely sure that my self searching had been honest and effective.
Moreover I would be taking my first spirituasl step towards my
fellows foriﬁomething I might say could be helpful in leading
the person to whom I talked a better understanding of himagelf.
In this fashion I would commence to break dovnm the barriers
which my many forms of self will had erected. Warning was
given me that I should select a person whe would be in ko way
injured or offended by what I had to say, for I could not expect

to commence my spiritual growth at the v expense of another,

My friend told me thzt when this step was compleie, T would surely

feel a tremendous sense of relief accompaning by the absolute



1070, conviction tnat I was on the right % right road at last.
1071, A0 Step number fowr demanded thet I frankly admit that ary

1072, deviations from right thought and action had injured other people
1073. therefore I must set about undoing the damage to the best of my
1074, ability. It weuld be advisable to meke a list of the all the
1075, perscns I had hwt or with whom I had bad relations. People I
1676, disliked amnd those who had injured me should have perfered
10?7,atten$ion,~pfovided I hed done them injwury or still entertained
1078, any feeling of resentment towards them . TUnder no eircumstances
1079, was I to consider their defects or wrong doing , then I wus to
1080. epgroach these people telling them I had commenced a way of life
1081. which requlred that I be on friendly and helpful terms with every
1082. body; <that I recognized I had been at fault in this particular
1083, that I was sorry for what I had done or said and had come to selt
1084, matters right insofar as I possibly could. Under no circumstances
1085, was I to‘engage in arguement or controversy. My own wrong doing
1086.wus to be admitted and set right and that was all. Assurance was
1037.%0 be given thﬁt I was prepared Lo go‘to any length toc do the
lOBS.right thing. Agein I was warned that cbviecusly I could not
1089.make amends at the expenee of other people, that gudgement and
10g0.discretion gshould be used lest others should be hurt. This scort
1091.of situation could be postponed until conditions became such
109z, that the job could be done without harm to anyone. One could
1095.be contented in the mesrmhile Wy discussing such a matter frankly
1094,with a third party whe would not be irvolved and of course on. a
1095,.striet}ly confidential basis. Great was to be taken that one
1026,.43id not avoid-situations dificult oxr dangerous toc oneself on

: as possible
1087.such a pretext . The willingness to go the limit a s fast had
1098.to be at 21l times present. This principle of maling ammends
1099 ,was to be continued in the future for only by keeping mpself free
2100.0f bad relationships with others could I ex;ect to receive the
3101, Power and direction so indespensable to my new and larger useiul—
fllOE.ness +« This sort of discipline would hélp me to see others as
31105, they really are; to reccegnize that every ome is plagued by various
1104 .0of self will; that every one iz in a sense sctuslly sick wiﬁh

1105.some form of self; that when men behave badly they are only dis— . ..

1106.playing symtoms of spiritual 111 health .



1107. one is not usually angry or critical of another when he
1108, suffers from some grave bodily illﬁess und I would
1108, gresently sec gggseleSS and futile 1t is to be disturbed
1110 by those burdensd by their own wrong thinking . I was to
1111. entertain towerds everyone a guite new Ffeeling of tolerance
1112. patience and helyfulness I would recognize more and more
1113. that when I became critical or resentful I must at all
1114, costs realize that such things were very wrong in me
1115, and.that in scvme form mirw or other I still had the very
1116, defects of whkich I complained in others. kuch emphasis
1117. was placed on the development of dmhis of mind toward others.
1118, UNo stone should be left unturned to acheive this end. ;
11l1e. The constant practice of this princlple freguently zsk-
1120. ing God for His help in making it work under trying
1121, circumstances was absolutely imperative . The drunkard
1122, espiclally had to be most rigorous on this point for one
1123. burst of anger or self pity might so shut him out from his
1124, new fourd strength that he would drink sgain and with us
1125. that aldays means calamibty and sometimes death.
1126, This was indeed a program, the thought of some of the
1127, things I would have admit aboub myself to other people
1128. was most distasteful - even appalling. It was: only to o
1129, plain that T had been ruined by my own ceolosal egotism
1150, and selfishness, not only in respect to drinking but with
11&%1. regard to everything else. Drinking had been a sgmptom
31132, of these things. Alcohol had submerged my inferiorities
1133, and puffed up my self esteem, body had finally rebelled
1i%4. ard I had become fatally effeeted , my thinking and actlon
1135. was ﬁaefully distorted thru infection frim the mire of
1136, self pi%y, resentment, fear and remorse in which I now
13137, wallowed . The motive behing a certain amount of generosity,
1138. kindmness and the m:ticulous honesty in some directions
1139, wupon which I had prided myselffi was not perhaps not so
1140. good after 211, The mﬁtive had been to ge§ personal _ _
1141. satisfaction for myself, perhaps not éntirely but on thea“
1142. whole this was true. I had sought the glow which comes

applause _
1143, with the 8 and Pragise rermdered me by others.
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I began to see how actions good in themselves m.ight avail
little because of wrong motive , I had been 1ike the man

wihe feels that all is well after he had condesendingly

teken turkeys to the poor at Xmas time . How clear it
suddeﬁly became that all of my thought and action, both

good and bad, had krisen out of a desire to make myself
happy and satisfied. I had been self centered instead of
God centered. It was now easy to understand wixr the taking
of a simple childlike attitude toward God plust:igras‘tic
jrogram of action whimoomnotcepdarzwkian: would bring
results. How evident &t became that mere faith in God

was not encugh. Faith had to be demonstreted by works

and there couwld be no workslor any worth while demonstrations
until I had fitted myself for the undertaking and had be-—
come & sultable agent tiru which God might express Himself.
There had to be a tremendous persenal housecleaning, a
sweeping away of the debris of past wilfullness , a restoring
of broken relationships and a firm resclwve to .make God's
will my will . I must stop forcing things , Imust stop
trying to nold people ani situations to my own liking. -
Nearly every one is taught that huran wiilpower and ambition
if good ends are sought are desirsble attributes. I too

had clung to that conception but I saw that it was not good
encugh,nor big encugh , nor powerful enocugh . My own will
had failed in many areas of my life. With respect to
alcohol it had become absolutely inopperative . My ambitions,
which had seemed worthy 2t one time,had been frustrated.
Even had I been successful , the persuii of my desires

would have perhaps harmed others sdd their relizationw

woulld have added little or nothing to anyones peace,
happiness or usefulness; I began to see that the clashing
ambitions and designs of even those who sought what to them
seemed worthy ends , have f£illed the world with discord and
nisery . Pefhaps people of thig zort created more isrwasg -
havoc than those confessedly imoral and Exmeked crowcked

T suw even the most useful people dle unhappy and defeated.

411 because some one else had behaved badly or they had



